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CCôte d’Ivoire

General statistics

Population: 20,617,068 (2009 estimaate)
Area:322, 4660 Km²
Independence: 7 August 1960 (Frannce)
Capital: Yammoussoukro
Other/previoous name: BBasse Volta
Governmentt: Semi‐pressidential epuublic
Administratiive languagee: French
Currency= WWest African CFA franc (XXOF)
GDP: 37,1233 billion USD
GDP per cappita: 1,685 USSD
Calling code: +225
Motto: " Union – Discipline – Travail” (Unity – Diiscipline – Laabour)
Anthem: L’abidjanaise

Minerals: Diamonds, maanganese, iroon ore, cobaalt, bauxite, ccopper, gold,, nick, tantalum, silica
sand, clay, ooil and gas

Côte d'Ivoiree is bordered by Burkinaa Faso, Guineea, Liberia, MMali and Ghaana.

History

Côte d’Ivvoire is commmonly knowwn in English  as Ivory Cooast. Prior to  its coloniza tion by Euroopeans, Côtee 
d'Ivoire was home to several sstates, includding Gyaamman, the Konng Empire, aand Baoulé. There weree 
two Anyi kingdoms, Indénié andSSanwi, whicch attemptedd to retain their separaate identity through thee 
French colonial pe riod and after Côte d'Ivoire's indeependence.[77] An 1843––1844 treatyy made Côtee 
d'Ivoire aa "protectoraate" of Frannce and in 11893, it becaame a Frennch colony aas part of thhe Europeann 
scrambble. 

Côte d'Ivvoire becamme independeent on 7 Auggust 1960. FFrom 1960 too 1993, the country wass led by Félixx 
Houpho uët-Boigny. It maintained close ppolitical and economic association with its WWest Africann 
neighbo urs, while at the same timme maintainiing close tiess to the Westt, especially to France. SSince the endd 
of Houp houët-Boignyy's rule, Côtee d'Ivoire hass experienceed one coup d’état, in 19999, and a civvil war, whichh 
broke ouut in 2002.[88] A political agreement between thee governmennt and the reebels broughht a return too 
peace.[99] Côte d'Ivooire is a reppublic with aa strong ex ecutive powwer invested in the Pressident. Its dee 
jure cap ital isYamouussoukro andd the biggestt city is the pport city of Abbidjan. The ccountry is divvided into 199 
regions and 81 dep artments. It is a membber of the OOrganisation of the Islaamic Conferrence,Africann 
Union, LLa Francophhonie, Latin UUnion, Econoomic Commmunity of Weest African SStatesand Soouth Atlanticc 
Peace aand Cooperattion Zone. 



The official language is French, although many of the local languages are widely used, 
including Baoulé, Dioula, Dan, Anyin and Cebaara Senufo. 

The main religions are Islam,Christianity (primarily Roman Catholic) and various indigenous religions. 
Through production of coffee and cocoa, the country was an economic powerhouse during the 1960s 
and 1970s in West Africa.  However,  Côte d'Ivoire went through  an economic crisis  in the 1980s,  
leading to the country's period of political and social turmoil. The 21st century Ivoirian economy is 
largely market-based and relies heavily on agriculture, with smallholder cash crop production being 
dominant.[1] 

Climate 

Ivory Coast has a tropical climate with four seasons in the coastal and central regions and two seasons 
in the northern savannah region. The coastal and central region has (1.) a long dry season from 
December to May and (2.) a short dry season from July to October as well as (3.) a long rainy season 
from May to July and (4.) a short rainy season from October to November. The savannah region has a 
long dry season from November to May and a wet season from June to October. The prevailing winds 
are the SW Monsoon and the northeastern Harmattan which is a dry dust-laden wind from the Sahara 
Desert. Average temperature ranges in Abidjan are from 22 degrees Celsius (72 degrees Fahrenheit) 
to 32 degrees Celsius (90 degrees Fahrenheit) all year. 
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