
Mauritania

General statistics

Population: 3,291,000 (22009 estimatte)
Area: 1,030,,700 Km²
Independence: 28 Noveember 1960 (France)
Capital: Nouuakchott
Governmentt: Islamic republic
Administratiive languagee: Arabic
Currency= OOuguiya
GDP: 6,326 bbillion USD
GDP per cappita: 2,037 USSD
Calling code: +222
Motto: Honnour, Fraternnity, Justice

Minerals: iron ore, cement, copper, gold, gypsum, petroleumm, salt, and ssteel

The Islammic Republicc of Mauritania is bordered by the AAtlantic Oceaan in the west, by Westeern Sahara inn
the norrth, by Algeria in the nnortheast, bby Mali in thhe east andd southeast,, and by Seenegalin thee
southweest.

History

Mauritania was first inhabited by blacks and Berbers, and it was a center foor the Berbeer Almoravidd
movemeent in the 111th centuryy, which sought to spread Islam through wesstern Africa. It was firstt
exploredd by the Porttuguese in the 15th centtury, but by the 19th cenntury the Freench had gaiined control.
France oorganized thhe area intoo a territory in 1904, annd in 1920 iit became oone of the ccolonies thatt
constituted French WWest Africa. In 1946, it wwas named a French overrseas territorry.

Mauritania and Morrocco dividedd the territoory of Spanissh Sahara (later called WWestern Sahaara) betweenn
them affter the Spannish departed in 1975, wwith Mauritaania controlliing the southern third. TThe Polisarioo
Front, indigenous SSaharawi rebbels, foughtt for the territory againnst both Mauritania annd Morocco.
Increaseed military spending and rising ccasualties inn the regionn helped bbring down the civiliann
governmment of Ould Daddah inn 1978. A ssuccession oof military ruulers followeed. In 1979,, Mauritaniaa
withdreww fromWesttern Sahara

In 1984,, Col. Maaouuye Ould Siddi Ahmed Taya took control of the ggovernment.. He relaxed Islamic law,,
fought ccorruption, innstituted ecoonomic reforms urged byy the Internaational Moneetary Fund, aand held thee
country''s first multiparty parliaamentary eleections in 11986. Althouugh the 1991 constitution set up aa
multiparrty democraacy, politics remain ethnnically and rracially baseed. The primmary conflictt is betweenn
blacks, wwho dominate the southhern regions,, and the Mooorish‐Arabicc north, which holds political power.
Racial teensions reacched a peak in 1989 whhen Mauritannia went to war with Seenegal in a ddispute overr



their shared border. As each country repatriated citizens of the other, critics accused Mauritania of
taking the opportunity to expel thousands of blacks.

In 1992, Taya won the nation's first multiparty presidential election, which opponents charged was
rigged. Taya's attempts to restructure the economy provoked periodic protests, the most serious of
which were the bread riots in Nouakchott in 1995

Climate 

Mauritania has four climatic zones, although in general it has a dry tropical climate characterized by 
sparse and sporadic rainfall. (1.) The Chemama zone which has a rainy season from May to 
September while tornadoes are also common. Average annual precipitation varies from 300 to 600 
mm (12 to 24 inches). (2.) The Sahelian zone which has decreasing rainfall northward and an average 
annual precipitation, in the south, of around 350 mm (14 inches). (3.) The coastal zone which is 
humid but with a temperate climate, receives less than 25 mm (1 inches) of annual precipitation. (4.) 
The Saharan zone receives 25 to 127 mm (1 to 5 inches) of annual precipitation with a rainy season 
from July to September. The Harmattan, which is a dry and dust laden wind from the Sahara Desert, 
intensifies the conditions. Average temperature ranges in Nouakchott are from 13 to 28 degrees 
Celsius (55 to 82 degrees Fahrenheit) in December to 24 to 34 degrees Celsius (75 to 97 degrees 
Fahrenheit) in September. 




