
Liberia

General statistics

Population: 3,955,000 (22009)
Area: 111,3669 km2
Independence: 26 July 11847
Capital: Monnrovia
Governmentt: Presidential republic
Administratiive languagee: English
Currency: Liberian dollarr
GDP: 1.709 bbillion USD
GDP per cappita: 396 USDD
Calling code: + 231
Motto: The love of liberrty brought uus here
Anthem: All Hail, Liberia, Hail

Mineralss: iron ore,  diamond, gold, baritee, kysnite, phosphate , clays, heaavy minera l beach 
sands, bauxite an d manganeese 

Liberia iss a country oon the west ccoast of Africca, borderedd by Sierra Leeone on the West, Guineea on the
north, CCôte d'Ivoire on the east, and the Atlaantic Ocean oon the southh.

History:

The history of Liberia is unique aamong Africaan nations because of itss relationshipp with the United States.
It is onee of only twoo countries in sub‐Saharaa Africa, along with Ethiopia, withouut roots in thhe Europeann
Scramble for Africa. It was founnded and colonized by frreed Americcan slaves with the help of a privatee
organizaation called the Americcan Colonizaation Societty in 1821‐11822, on thhe premise that formerr
Americaan slaves wouuld have greater freedomm and equaliity there.[5]

Slaves freed from sslave ships wwere also seent there insstead of being repatriated to their countries off
origin.[66] These colonists formeed an elite group in Libberian societty, and, in 11847, they ffounded thee
Republicc of Liberia, establishing a governmeent modeled on that of tthe United Sttates, naminng Monrovia,,
their caapital city, aafter James Monroe, thhe fifth president of thhe United SStates and aa prominentt
supporteer of the coloonization.

A militarry‐led coup iin 1980 overrthrew then‐president WWilliam R. Tolbert, which marked the beginning off
a periodd of instabiliity that evenntually led to two civil wwars that lefft hundreds of thousandds of peoplee
dead annd devastateed the counttry's econommy. Today, Liberia is recoovering fromm the lingerinng effects off
the civil war and rellated econommic dislocatiion. Statistics indicate thhat about 855% of the population livee
on less tthan $1.25 a day.



Cap verrde

General statistics

Population: 567,000 (2010)
Area: 4,033 km2
Independence: July 5, 1975 (Portuggal)
Capital: Praia
Governmentt: Parliamenntary republiic
Administratiive languagee: Portuguesee
Currency: Caape Verdeann escudo (CVE)
GDP: 1.841 bbillion USD
GDP per cappita: 3,587 USSD
Calling code: + 238
Anthem: Cânntico da Libeerdade (songg of freedom)

Mineralss: Salt, limesstone, pozzoolana, gypsumm

Cap Verdde is an islannd country, sspanning an archipelago of 10 islandss located in tthe central AAtlantic
Ocean, 5570 kilometrres off the cooast of Western Africa.

History

The preeviously uninnhabited islaands were discovered and colonized by the PPortuguese in the 15thh
Century, and becamme an impoortant locatioon in the AAtlantic slavee trade due to their geeographicallyy
advantageous positiion. The islands' prosperity often atttracted pirates includingg Sir Francis Drake, whoo
twice saacked the (thhen) capital Ribeira Grande, in the 1580s. The islands weree also visitedd by Charless
Darwin'ss expedition in 1832. The decline in the slave traade in the 19th century resulted in aan economicc
crisis. WWith few natuural resourcees and withoout strong suustainable innvestment frrom the Porttuguese, thee
people ggrew increassingly discontent with the colonial mmasters, who neverthelesss refused too provide thee
local auuthorities wiith more auutonomy. Thhis disconteent festered and culminnated in 19975, when aa
movemeent led by Ammílcar Cabral achieved inndependencee for the archhipelago.

The couuntry has ann estimated population (most of it of creole etthnicity) of about 500,0000, with itss
capital ccity Praia acccounting for a quarter off its citizens. Nearly 38% of the population lives in rural areass
accordinng to the 2010 Cape Verrdean census; about 20%% lives beloww the poverrty thresholdd,[6] and thee
literacy rate is around 85%. Politically, the country is a very stable democracy,, with notabble economicc
growth and improveements of living conditions despite its lack of nnatural resouurces, and hhas garneredd
internattional recognition by other countrries and international oorganizations, which offten providee
development aid. Sinnce 2007, Caape Verde haas been classsified as a deeveloping nattion.

Tough eeconomic timmes during tthe last decaades of its ccolonization and the firsst years of CCape Verde'ss
indepenndence led mmany to migrrate to Europpe, the Americas and othher African ccountries. Thhis migrationn
was so significant tthat the nummber of Cappe Verdeanss and their ddescendantss living abroad currentlyy
exceedss the populattion of Cape Verde itself. Historicallyy, the influx oof remittancees from thesse immigrantt




