
Guinea Bissau

General statistics

Population: 1,647,000[ ((2010)
Area: 36,1255 km2
Independence: 10 Septeember , 19744 (Portugal)
Capital: Bissau
Governmentt: Semi‐pressidential republic
Administratiive languagee: Portuguesee
Currency: CFFA franc (XOF)
GDP: 1.720 bbillion billionn USD
GDP per cappita: 1068 USSD
Calling code: + 245
Motto: Uniddade, Luta, Progresso" (UUnity, Strugglle, Progress)
Anthem: Esta é a Nossa Pátria Bem Amada" (Thhis is Our Weell‐Beloved MMotherland"))

Mineralss: bauxites, seaboard plaacers of blacck sands withh ilmenite, ruutile, zirconiuum, occurrennces of iron,
phosphootites, brownn coal and oiil.

Guinea bbissau is bordered by Sennegal to the north, and GGuinea to thee south and east, with thhe Atlantic
Ocean too its west.

History

Guinea‐Bissau was oonce part of tthe kingdomm of Gabu, paart of the Maali Empire. Paarts of this kkingdom
persisted until the 18th century,, while a feww others weree part of the Portuguese Empire since the 16th
century.. It then becaame the Porttuguese coloony of Portugguese Guinea in the 19thh century. Uppon
indepenndence, declaared in 1973 and recogniised in 1974,, the name oof its capital, Bissau, was added to
the counntry's name tto prevent confusion witth the Repubblic of Guineaa.

Only 14%% of the poppulation speaaks the official language, Portuguese. 44% speak Kriol, a Portuguese‐
based crreole language, and the rremainder sppeaks nativee African langguages. The mmain religionns are
African ttraditional reeligions and Islam, and thhere is a Christian (mostlly Catholic) mminority.

Climate

Guinea‐Bissau is warrm all year around and thhere is little temperaturee fluctuationn; it averagess 26.3 °C
(79.3 °F)). The averagge rainfall for Bissau is 2,024 millimettres (79.7 in)) although thhis is almost entirely
accounted for duringg the rainy season whichh falls betweeen June and September//October. Froom
Decembber through AApril, the couuntry experieences drought.




