
Cap verrde

General statistics

Population: 567,000 (2010)
Area: 4,033 km2
Independence: July 5, 1975 (Portuggal)
Capital: Praia
Governmentt: Parliamenntary republiic
Administratiive languagee: Portuguesee
Currency: Caape Verdeann escudo (CVE)
GDP: 1.841 bbillion USD
GDP per cappita: 3,587 USSD
Calling code: + 238
Anthem: Cânntico da Libeerdade (songg of freedom)

Mineralss: Salt, limesstone, pozzoolana, gypsumm

Cap Verdde is an islannd country, sspanning an archipelago of 10 islandss located in tthe central AAtlantic
Ocean, 5570 kilometrres off the cooast of Western Africa.

History

The preeviously uninnhabited islaands were discovered and colonized by the PPortuguese in the 15thh
Century, and becamme an impoortant locatioon in the AAtlantic slavee trade due to their geeographicallyy
advantageous positiion. The islands' prosperity often atttracted pirates includingg Sir Francis Drake, whoo
twice saacked the (thhen) capital Ribeira Grande, in the 1580s. The islands weree also visitedd by Charless
Darwin'ss expedition in 1832. The decline in the slave traade in the 19th century resulted in aan economicc
crisis. WWith few natuural resourcees and withoout strong suustainable innvestment frrom the Porttuguese, thee
people ggrew increassingly discontent with the colonial mmasters, who neverthelesss refused too provide thee
local auuthorities wiith more auutonomy. Thhis disconteent festered and culminnated in 19975, when aa
movemeent led by Ammílcar Cabral achieved inndependencee for the archhipelago.

The couuntry has ann estimated population (most of it of creole etthnicity) of about 500,0000, with itss
capital ccity Praia acccounting for a quarter off its citizens. Nearly 38% of the population lives in rural areass
accordinng to the 2010 Cape Verrdean census; about 20%% lives beloww the poverrty thresholdd,[6] and thee
literacy rate is around 85%. Politically, the country is a very stable democracy,, with notabble economicc
growth and improveements of living conditions despite its lack of nnatural resouurces, and hhas garneredd
internattional recognition by other countrries and international oorganizations, which offten providee
development aid. Sinnce 2007, Caape Verde haas been classsified as a deeveloping nattion.

Tough eeconomic timmes during tthe last decaades of its ccolonization and the firsst years of CCape Verde'ss
indepenndence led mmany to migrrate to Europpe, the Americas and othher African ccountries. Thhis migrationn
was so significant tthat the nummber of Cappe Verdeanss and their ddescendantss living abroad currentlyy
exceedss the populattion of Cape Verde itself. Historicallyy, the influx oof remittancees from thesse immigrantt



communities to their families has provided a substantial contribution to help strengthen the country's
economy. Currently, the Cape Verdean economy is mostly service‐oriented with a growing focus on
tourism and foreign investment, which benefits from the islands' warm climate throughout the year,
diverse landscape, welcoming people and cultural richness, especially in music.

Climate

Cape Verde's climate is milder than that of the African mainland; because the island is surrounded by
the sea, temperatures are generally moderate.[10] Average daily high temperatures range from 25 °C
(77 °F) in January to 29 °C (84.2 °F) in September.[9] Cape Verde is part of the Sahelian arid belt, with
nothing like the rainfall levels of nearby West Africa.[10] It does rain irregularly between August and
October, with frequent brief‐but‐heavy downpours.[10] A desert is usually defined as terrain which
receives less than 250 mm (9.8 in) of annual rainfall. Cape Verde's total (261 mm/10.3 in) is slightly
above this criterion, which makes the area climate semi‐desert.

Hurricanes that form near the Cape Verde Islands are sometimes referred to as Cape Verde‐type
hurricanes. These hurricanes can become very intense as they cross warm Atlantic waters.




